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the stronger and the abler man, a master of scientific
finance whose influence even on Peel himself has been
insufficiently appreciated, was really responsible for all
that was good in the financial policy of Eobinson.
Canning recast the foreign policy of the country; Hus-
kisson and Eobinson reconstructed its finance; Peel
administered its internal affairs with industry, judgment,
and true liberality of spirit, and gave effect in legislation
to the humane principles for which Eomilly and Mac-
kintosh had so long contended in vain.
" Among the grievances which formed the subject of
remonstrance and complaint, both in Parliament and
out of doors, nothing was more anomalous, more unfor-
tunate, and more indefensible than the criminal code which
disgraced the Statute-book. During the earlier years
of the present century the punishment of death could
legally be inflicted for more than 200 offences."1 This was
the state of the law which Eomilly early in the century
set himself to alter. He met with indifferent success.
At first the House of Commons would hardly listen to
him, and such of his measures as the House of Commons
spared the House of Lords destroyed. The efforts of
three years, 1808-11, only resulted in the abolition of
capital punishment for picking pockets and stealing
goods from bleaching-grounds. Eomilly continued his
humane efforts for the reform of the criminal law until
his death, which occurred by his own hand in 1818,
and thenceforward his work was carried on under better
auspices by Mackintosh. Eomilly had effected little
but his example and his devotion to the cause of human-
ity had quickened public opinion, had enlisted the
1 Walpole, History of England, voL ii p. 59,